
ENG4C--Ferguson 

"Supertoys Last All Summer Long" by Brian Aldiss 
Between the Lines 12 (page 9) 

 
Before you read the story… 

This story has many "plot twists." A plot twist is a drastic change in the expected direction or outcome of the 

plot of a story. Plot twists are used to keep the interest of a reader, usually surprising them with a revelation. 

Some "twists" are foreshadowed. 

• Turn to page 437 in your textbook. There you'll find a glossary (an alphabetical list of words at the end of 

a book that are either newly introduced, uncommon, or specialized). 

• Find the definition for "foreshadowing" and write it down in your notes. 

• Pay attention when reading the story so the plot twists don't confuse you. 

After you read the story… 

1. What parts of this story did you find difficult to understand? What made these parts confusing? 

2. Describe the problem that seems to exist between David (the son) and Monica (the mother). 

3. Henry, David's father, tells a group of guests at the board meeting: "Not only will they possess their own 

computer, capable of individual programming; they will be linked to the World Data Network. Thus 

everyone will be able to enjoy the equivalent of an Einstein in their own homes. Personal isolation will 

then be banished forever!"  

• What is the android serving-man equivalent to in our present-day society? 

• Would you agree with Henry that this type of artificial person will improve society? What 

evidence are you using to support your answer? 

4. The society described in the story is set in the future. 

• What are some of the most obvious differences between our present-day society and the 

futuristic society in the story? You can make a list. 

• Does the futuristic society seem like a perfect world (utopian) or an imperfect world (dystopia)? 

Explain your opinion by mentioning specific details from the story. 

5. What will happen to David? 

6. Although David and the serving-man are androids, what human qualities do they have? 

7. What moral dilemma or problem is Aldiss introducing to us with the fate of these humanlike non-

humans? 

8. What clues "foreshadowed" the ending for you?  

Please turn over the sheet for the last question, friend! 
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